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| Perfume linked to cancer

1/09/2008
Pregnant women are being urged to stop using perfumes or scented creams.

Research suggests that chemicals in the products could cause baby boys in the womb to
suffer infertility or cancer in later life.

This follows experiments on rats by Prof Richard Sharpe of the Medical Research
Council.

The professor says women are at their most vulnerable between eight and 12 weeks into

their pregnancy. He said if certain hormones at that time are blocked "the chances are
something will be wrong".

3 Our Stolen Future

Our Stolen Future: Think twice before buying perfumes and colognes

2

MSNBC
12 February 2003

What the nose knows
Think twice before buying a loved one perfume, cologne
By Francesca Lyman

Feb. 12 — “The way to the heart is through the nose,” asserts
Haarmann & Reimer, a leading fragrance manufacturer. But lovers
may want to think twice about giving a bottle of cologne or
perfume for Valentines Day, say some health advocates, Certain
fragrances and their chemical constituents might trigger an allergic
— rather than aphrodisiac — response. And some perfumes
contain hidden ingredients that may pose longer-term hazards.

If your love interest suffers from asthma, rhinitis, allergies,
dermatitis or a growing range of chemical sensitivities, that bottle
of perfume may very well repel more than attract. According to
medical specialists, fragrance sensitivity appears to be on the rise.
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The Analysis of Perfumes and their Effect on Indoor Air
Pollution

By John J. Manura
Presented at EAS, Somerset, N]., November 1998
INTRODUCTION

The quality of indoor air has become a major concern to the entire population and numerous
reports have described the "sick building syndrome" which has been associated with the
quality of indoor air in public buildings. Building environment related health problems may be
due to contamination of indoor air by emissions of volatile organic compounds (vOC's) from a
variety of sources including construction materials, fabrics, furnishings, maintenance
supplies, adhesives, paints, caulks, paper, cleaning products, foods and perfumes. Because
many of the volatile emissions and by-products from these products are toxic, or individuals
have become sensitized to them, additional knowledge of the levels of these organic
chemicals in the indoor air environment is required in order to determine their human health
impact. New methods are required to accurately determine the identity and to accurately
quantify the levels of these volatile organics in indoor air, and additional studies will be
needed to determine the sources of the air contamination.

In this study, several perfumes were analyzed using a Short Path Thermal Desorption system
connected to the injection port of a GC/MS system. The goal was to determine the identity
and range of volatile organic compounds present in the perfume samples and to determine
the degree to which these organic compounds are emitted into the atmosphere. The main
purpose of this paper is to develop methods to permit the detection and identification of the
components from perfumes in indoor air.

Equipment

Gas Chromatograph/Mass Spectrometer System. All identification was accomplished
using a HP 6890 GC, interfaced to a HP 5973 Mass Spectrometer. The GC injection port
temperature was at 250 °C and the GC/MS transfer line was at 250 °C. A Hewlett-Packard
HP-35MS, 0.25mm x 0.25p x 60m GC capillary column was programmed with an initial temp
of 50 °C to a temp of 200 °C at 1 degrees per minute, then to 280°C at 3 degrees per
minute, and finally held at 280°C for 5 minutes (total analysis time 182 minutes), This long
GC run was required in order to separate and resolve the 400+ compounds present in many
of the perfumes. Carrier gas flow was 0.90 ml per min of He. During the thermal desorption
process, the sample was split 10:1 to reduce the sample volume introduced into the GC
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